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The second edition of the ‘Dialogues Eduard Miralles’ 
focused on public policy issues, in particular for culture, in 
the framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. This year’s objective was to analyze the 
degree of effective implementation of the Agenda since 
its approval in 2015 and how different countries have 
taken action as regards culture. Based on the assumption 
that culture is a fundamental instrument for development 
and should have a privileged place in public policies and 
in operational programs coordinated within the 
framework of the 2030 Agenda, the different existing 
possibilities to increase the impact and recognition of the 
role of culture in human development processes were also 
analyzed.  
 
The 2019 edition of the ‘Eduard Miralles Dialogues’ was 
organized by Interarts in partnership with the Committee 
on Culture of United Cities and Local Governments – 
UCLG, and with the collaboration of the Association of 
Professionals in Cultural Management of Catalonia 
(APGCC). The event took place in the afternoon of 28 
November 2019, at the Auditorium of the Cultural 
Resources Centre - CERC. The program, in Spanish, is 
available through the corresponding ink . 
 

The event was introduced by Gemma Carbó, president of 
the Board of Interarts, and by Aina Roig, head of the 
Technical Section of the CERC. Two sessions followed: 
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https://www.interarts.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Programa-Dialogos-EduardMillares_online_ES.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Session 1: “The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and Culture: History of a process initiated 
in 2013 and analysis of the situation in 2019” moderated 
by Alfons Martinell, honorary director of the UNESCO 
Chair in Cultural Policies and Cooperation of the 
University of Girona 

 
Alfons Martinell opened the first session recalling that in 
2013 civil society, organizations and international cultural 
networks launched a worldwide mobilization, with the 
campaign “The Future We Want Includes Culture”, to 
include culture in the 2030 Agenda as one of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Martinell also 
stated that sustainability is still a pending issue for culture, 
and that cultural management models should, through 
specific actions, be adapted to fit sustainability criteria. 
Along these lines, he asked two fundamental questions: 
 

I. What is sustainability from the standpoint of 
culture and its multiple dimension? 

II. How can culture be Sustainable? 

 
Speaker: Agustí Fernández de Losada,  

 director, ‘Global Cities’ CIDOB and  
vice-president of Interarts 

In his speech he emphasized the reasons why cities and 
local governments are increasingly becoming more 
present internationally, and they are as well, increasingly 
recognized as actors with a growing power of influence on 
global agendas. Cities and local governments play a key 
role because they are the environment in which global 
dynamics materialize (migrations, inequality, climate 
change, etc.) and in which international challenges are 
addressed, including environmental sustainability issues 
such as water management, waste, and tourism are the 
responsibility  

responsibility of cities. In this sense, a very important part 
of the 169 milestones of the 17 goals (SDGs) of the 2030 
Agenda are linked to the responsibilities assumed by the 
cities. Without cities and local governments, it is 
impossible to make the changes needed today to face 
global challenges. Still, despite having established 
themselves as leading players in the international arena, 
the systems deployed by central governments to achieve 
the SDGs do not duly consider the participation and 
contribution of cities and local governments. On the other 
hand, cities and local governments do not operate in a 
conducive environment, and there is a lack of institutional 
capacity and adequate monitoring systems and 
indicators. The budget that Spain allocates to cities and 
local governments is 14% of its public spending; this 
percentage has not changed since the 1970s. Indeed, local 
governments are currently aligning with the 2030 Agenda 
and, consequently, coherent public policies and a holistic 
view regarding sustainability are necessary. The 2030 
Agenda calls for the development of cross-departmental 
mechanisms as well as effective co-operation between 
different levels of public administration towards 
collaborative governance and shared management.   

 
Speaker: Miquel Rodríguez Planas, commissioner  

Agenda 2030, Barcelona City Council  
 
The 2030 Agenda, approved by 260 countries with 17 
goals, 169 milestones, and 232 indicators was created to 
collectively tackle the challenges of the 21st century. The 
road to environmental conservation and the fight against 
climate change has also marked the third industrial 
revolution, the basis of which is the confluence and 
complementarity of new technologies and energy. 
Rodríguez explained the existing interdependence 
between all the dimensions of the 2030 Agenda 
(environmental 



 

 

 

 

 

  

(environmental, economic, social). Therefore, focusing on 
renewable energy involves an environmental 
transformation and, like any change, it also involves 
modifying economic processes (changes in the energy 
industry and in companies). However, social policies must 
take on the new challenges deriving from the ongoing 
changes, such as new labor frameworks. As regards 
culture and sustainability, he considers that has three 
relevant aspects: 1. Economic: the cultural and creative 
sectors must adapt to the 2030 Agenda; 
2.Communicative: it is a clear way of disseminating the 
values and objectives of the 2030 Agenda; 3. Social: the 
SDGs are the basis to foster social cohesion. Moreover, to 
more "cultural capacity", less uncertainty. In this context, 
the Barcelona City Council is aligning its Municipal Action 
Program (PAM) and its budgets with the SDGs and the 169 
milestones: the milestones must be adapted to the reality 
of each city, and the Barcelona City Council has identified 
that it will be able to effectively address 80% of them. 
Finally, Rodríguez emphasized that, despite the long road 
ahead, the City Council believes that, in order to achieve 
the SDGs, it is necessary to create and strengthen 
partnerships and relations with citizens, public 
administrations and the private sector in order to develop 
innovative and effective policies. 

 
Speaker: Vinyet Panyella, President, National  

Council of Culture and Arts - CoNCA 

Culture is a social Good but has lost centrality in the public 
political agendas, including the 2030 Agenda. The latter is 
an extremely important document and represents a 
utopia towards a better world, calling for immediate 
change and a pragmatic approach to find specific 
solutions. Culture has tried to incorporate diverse 
concepts into its remit: sustainability, economy, etc. but, in 
order to be consolidated as the 4th pillar for sustainability, 
public 

public cultural policies and cultural operators must be 
legitimized through the application of the 2030 Agenda. 
The CoNCA action plan for the next five years incorporates 
the SDGs: so far it has addressed 9 of them and is working 
on the 10th, in the field of education, gender and decent 
work. The CoNCA has led a study commissioned by the 
Catalan Institute of Cultural Enterprises (ICEC) to 
understand how climate change has affected the world of 
culture, and it has been found that 67% of the companies 
surveyed do not have sustainability indicators to monitor 
their actions and impact. The results will be published in 
January 2020. 
 
Before closing the session, Martinell explained that the 
2030 Agenda is a proposal for a common path for the 
international community, in which the benefit pursued is 
not national but global and, therefore, far from starting to 
work from scratch, it must be based on a contribution by 
each of us. Martinell explained that the SDGs establishes 
milestones, but they also establish solidarity and 
cooperation criteria, because the 2030 Agenda compels 
us to look at our neighbor to learn, compare and share 
what is being done. Gemma Carbó, President of the Board 
of Interarts, joined in the closing, emphasizing that culture 
creates stories that help us to speak up and raise 
awareness as to important issues: in this sense, the 2030 
Agenda represents a cultural change, and culture plays a 
key role as a driver of innovation because it not only helps 
changing the way we do and see things, but can and 
should also be the fundamental vector for integration and 
social inclusion. 
 



 

  

Session 2: “Possible strategies for a greater presence of 
culture in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development”, moderated by Mercedes Giovinazzo, 
director, Interarts.  

 
Mercedes Giovinazzo opened the second session by 
recalling what Eduard Miralles wrote for VIII Euro-
American Campus of Cultural Cooperation (Cuenca, 
Ecuador, 2012) which addressed the new paradigms of 
human development and the role of culture. After that, 
she asked the speakers their opinion on the campaign 
developed between 2013 and 2015 under the title "The 
Future we want includes Culture", and their views as to the 
future opportunities for a greater impact on the Agenda 
2030 from the cultural sector. 
 

Speaker: Jordi Pascual, coordinator, 
 Committee on Culture, UCLG 

 
Jordi Pascual recalled that the #culture2015goal 
campaign for the inclusion of a specific goal dedicated to 
culture in the SDGs, promoted by Arterial Network, CAE, 
UCLG, CMI, FICAAC, ICOMOS, IFLA and the Latin American 
Network for Social Transformation, had an unfortunate 
result. What was demanded in the Manifesto “A "Culture" 
Objective in the Post-2015 Development Agenda” was 
reflected in the Hangzhou Declaration, but the voice of 
the promoters vis-à-vis the United Nations was not strong 
enough, and culture was not included as one of the SDGs. 
He considers that, even though culture is only present in 
the 2030 Agenda in a transversal way, it cannot be 
forgotten that it is structural part of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, which in turn is a 
fundamental international framework to be followed. As 
an example, he explained that countries like Vanuatu or 
Mexico have publicly acknowledged that they not only 
identify 

identify with the goals of the 2030 Agenda but that culture 
and identity are also key elements of their national and 
local policies; in this sense, the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda is aligned with other documents such as the 
Agenda 21 for Culture. On the other hand, the UCLG 
Committee on Culture has led the study “Culture in the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): A Guide to Local 
Action” which identifies in which of the 169 milestones of 
the SDGs, culture could have a stronger impact and, 
jointly with other organizations such as Culture Action 
Europe and IFLA, they have recently published the report 
“Culture in the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda” 
which takes stock of the first 4 years of the SDGs and the 
2030 Agenda from a cultural perspective. The report 
identifies some interesting experiences that demonstrate 
the existence of SDGs related to cultural policies and 
programs; however, the report expresses significant 
concern over the limited presence of culture in the 
Voluntary National Reports (VNRs). Finally, Pascual 
underlined that cities and local and national governments 
should be encouraged to work with the 2030 Agenda, but 
also to go further and not forget what they already know, 
taking advantage of what has already been achieved in 
the framework of other international agendas. 

 
Speaker: Tere Badia, secretary general,  

  Culture Action Europe 

On occasion of the  UN Summit of Sustainable 
Development Goals, held in New York on on September 
24th and 25th, 2019, Culture Action Europe released a new 
report entitled "Implementing Culture within the 
Sustainable Development Goals: The role of culture in the 
2030 Agenda" to renew its call to integrate culture in a 
transversal way within the SDGs. The report was drafted in 
order to collect all statements in a single document. She 
highlighted the efforts that CAE has made to define 
cultural  



 

  

cultural sustainability and culture for sustainability. Badia 
considers that including culture as the 4th pillar of 
sustainability means that culture should not only be part 
of the process to achieve the SDG but should also be 
considered from the very beginning, from the moment in 
which initial questions are asked. It is also necessary to 
reinforce the idea that culture is not only a tool for 
communication; indeed, culture enables not only the 
exploratory and innovative value of dissidence, but also 
the possibility of restoring and rebuilding stories, 
identities and values. This is the main reason why it is 
necessary to change the models of production that 
consider culture only as a resource to extract. Finally, 
Badia explained that CAE has identified two fundamental 
issues that are not addressed by the 2030 Agenda: on the 
one hand, the issue of freedom of speech and, on the 
other, the issue of people’s mobility. 
 

Speaker: Gloria Pérez Salmerón, chair,  
Stichting IFLA Global Libraries  

Gloria Pérez focused on the perspectives provided by the 
2030 Agenda for the library sector and as regards the 
specific issue of significant access to information. Prior to 
the drafting of the 2030 Agenda, the International 
Federation of Library Institutions and Associations – IFLA 
carried out a study that revealed that libraries were not 
duly taken into consideration by the information industry 
experts. . In regards of these results, an awareness-raising 
campaign was organized and, after over three years of 
negotiations with and intense involvement of many 
stakeholders, IFLA was able to actively participate in the 
design of the 2030 Agenda and support the inclusion of 
the concept of significant access to information alongside 
the importance of safeguarding cultural heritage and 
promoting universal literacy and access to information 
and communication technologies (ICT). This process 
resulted 

resulted in the mention of the concept of significant 
access to information in 20 of the 169 SDGs of the 2030 
Agenda and to universal literacy being recognized in 
indicator 16.10. Beyond that, the biennial report “A 
Significant Access to Information to Leave No One 
Behind”, demonstrates how significant access to 
information, through libraries, contributes to the 
achievement of the United Nations’ SDGs. The report also 
tracks the progress that states are making to reach their 
commitments regarding the 2030 Agenda. This broader 
perspective, that does not limit itself to claim libraries as 
equipment but links them to fundamental rights, is an 
important lesson for other cultural subsectors. 
 
To close the session, Mercedes Giovinazzo recalled that 
the 2030 Agenda is a non-binding normative instrument 
and that, therefore, the signatory parties make a formal 
commitment to implement its principles and values on a 
voluntary basis. Having said this, the 2030 Agenda has an 
operational value which can drive public policies and 
operational programs. And finally, the Agenda also has a 
symbolic value that can leverage advocacy initiative, also 
from the cultural sector. 
 
At the closing session, Gemma Carbó highlighted two 
main ideas. Firstly, that the Declaration of Human Rights, 
the  other major global agenda, should not only be 
reclaimed but should also be considered in its relation 
with the 2030 Agenda: indeed, the Agenda falls within the 
remit of the fundamental human rights that must guide 
the actions of all the actors involved who should actively 
commit to take on institutional and civil responsibilities in 
order to achieve its goals. Secondly, that, although the 
cultural sector is complex, diverse and fragmented, it is 
necessary that all its actors take on their civil responsibility 
to promote and defend not only the right of access to and 
participation in culture but also of the plurality of cultures. 
In its diversity 
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in its diversity, culture is one of the fundamental elements 
of the change necessary to lay the foundations for human 
and sustainable development for current and, especially, 
for future generations. 
 
Gemma Carbó closed the event thanking, on behalf of 
Interarts and the UCLG Committee on Culture, all the 
participants, hoping that the report of the event will 
contribute to the continuation of an essential debate that 
requires the active participation of all the professionals in 
the cultural sector. 
 
Barcelona, December 2019. 
 
 


