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Eduard Miralles was one of the pioneers in the 
transition from voluntary attempts to the formulation of 
the first culture policies under democracy in Catalonia 
and Spain. We had entered city councils in 1979 
("Enter the city council with us" was one of the slogans 
of the time), with the momentum of the anti-Franco 
political insurgency and grassroots self-managed social 
movements, brimming with ideas and the best 
intentions. We did an emergency landing on an abrupt 
administration, rolled up our sleeves and got down to 
work: we reclaimed the names of things, starting with 
street names, and we tried to do everything we had 
imagined and incubated in the catacombs. We did it in 
every way possible, succeeding and failing, with 
everyone fighting their own corner as best they could. 

We needed to bring it all together, to recapitulate, evaluate, systematise, and draw 
initial conclusions that could become the guidelines for innovative and efficient public 
action in the field of culture. 

That was the goal we set ourselves in late 1983 at the Barcelona Provincial Council 
Culture Department, in its condition as the manifestation and lever of the local world. 
We put a drastic end to the old system of simply distributing funding and set up 
mechanisms to support cultural actions in city councils. We pushed forward the 
creation of joint management networks of municipal cultural services in Barcelona 
province, generating economies of scale among them, as well as unprecedented and 
multiplying synergies. This gave shape to the Cultural Heritage Office (OPC) with the 
museums network and archive network; the Artistic Dissemination Office (ODA), to 
ensure stable theatre, music and dance programmes; and the shift from the old 
Popular Libraries Network towards a balanced and comprehensive territorial public 
reading system, with the emergence of the successful ‘new generation libraries’. 

A turning point came in 1984 with ‘Interacció-84’, the first meeting of cultural, public 
and social agents from Catalonia and Spain. It became a founding event. At the closing 
ceremony we announced the creation of the Centre for Cultural Studies and 
Resources (CERC) - the big culture policy think tank that has had a high profile since 
in Catalonia, Spain and Latin America. Eduard Delgado was its greatest inspirer and 
first director. Alongside him were Joaquim Franch, Alfons Martinell and two 
youngsters: Esteve León and Eduard Miralles.  

Eduard Miralles had been working at Barcelona city council where he was heavily 
involved in setting up the Civic Centres network. He was later in charge for a time of 
the cultural programme of the Polytechnic University of Barcelona. From the CERC, 
Eduard Miralles would play a decisive role in promoting a new practice: strategic 
municipal culture plans, which aimed to harness all available cultural energies in every 
town to achieve transformational and shared goals with community involvement 
through precise, measurable programmes. Eduard Miralles went from town to town 



helping to create the right dynamics for involvement; providing tools for adjusted 
analysis; promoting the interrelations between the arts and community life, culture and 
education, culture and economy, and so on; and boosting local inventive capacities to 
devise projects tailored to each situation and potential. From 1996 to 2004, Eduard 
Miralles was the director of the CERC. His intellectual acumen, excellent presentation 
skills and generous bonhomie made him a reference point of the very highest level in 
Catalonia, Spain and the Americas. 

In 1990, he closely followed the creation of the association Interarts by Eduard 
Delgado in conjunction with the Council of Europe and with a view to providing a 
place for the European Observatory of Urban and Regional Culture Policies to 
address the relationship between culture policies and territorial development. However, 
that project was thwarted by a lack of official support. The association later became the 
Interarts Foundation and Eduard Miralles its president from 2008 onwards. Under 
his presidency the Interarts Foundation carried out far-reaching and recognised work 
in the field of international cultural cooperation and as an interlocutor and partner of the 
European Commission, the Council of Europe, the Organization of Ibero-
American States (OEI), the Spanish Agency for International Development 
Cooperation (AECID), the Observatory of Cultural Policies in Africa (OCPA), 
UNESCO, and many more. Eduard Miralles continued writing on a range of topics, 
notably including contributions to the Agenda 21 for Culture and his work on culture 
as a pillar of development and sustainability. 

The history of cultural policies is incomprehensible unfinished business among us. Or it 
is comprehensible only through the lack of its protagonists' personal reckoning, 
immersed as they are in an enterprise that is too exciting and absorbing to waste time 
leaving a formal record of the process followed and its merits. Eduard Miralles is the 
epitome of this: a wise person, a great person, crucial to so many projects and 
accomplishments without anybody having thought to give him one of the medals that 
abound nowadays. He did not even need it. From the four cardinal points, among those 
that are still on our pilgrimage, an immense sea of lanterns flickers today for him.  

 

 

		


