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CONFLUENCES: 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CULTURAL 
DIVERSITY AND INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE 
Centro Cultural la Fajuala, Panticosa (Huesca, Spain),  
23-25 July 2008 
 
 
Summary 
 
In the framework of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue and hosted by the 17th Pirineos 
Sur International Festival of Cultures, Confluences: an International Conference on Cultural 
Diversity and Intercultural Dialogue was held from 23 to 25 July 2008, in Panticosa (Huesca, 
Spain).  
  
Over 70 experts from Europe, Africa and Latin America participated in the conference; during 
three days they introduced experiences, discussed the meaning of intercultural dialogue as well 
as the implications of cultural diversity and dialogue from different perspectives - social, cultural, 
economic and political. The conference’s main objective was to combine the theoretical and 
practical dimensions of intercultural dialogue and cultural diversity, bringing these topical 
international issues to a wide audience, with particular emphasis on youth and the professional 
sectors of culture. 
 
Confluences opened in the afternoon of Wednesday, July 23rd with the participation of the 
different institutions involved in the organisation of the event: Fernando Gómez Riesco, deputy 
director general of International Cultural Cooperation, in representation of the Ministry of Culture 
of Spain ; Ramón Miranda, director general of Culture at the Department of Education, Culture 
and Sports of the Government of Aragón; Elisa Sanjuán, councillor for Culture, on behalf of the 
County Council of Huesca; José Luís Pueyo, mayor of Panticosa, in representation of the 
hosting town’s council; and Mercedes Giovinazzo, director of the Interarts Foundation. 
 
This first session was followed by a session entitled Testimonials: Intercultural Dialogue is 
Everyone. Moderated by Beatriz Navarro, Brussels correspondent of the newspaper La 
Vanguardia, the meeting featured contributions by Eduard Miralles, special advisor for 
International Relations at the Department of Culture at the Barcelona County Council and by 
Vladimir Simon, director of the Consultancy Centre for European Cultural Programmes of 
Bucharest, Romania. Their contributions not only contributed to an analysis of the implications 
of contemporary intercultural dialogue and the challenges pending but also to illustrate and 
evaluate different initiatives carried out in Spain and Romania within the framework of the 
European Year of Intercultural Dialogue. 
 
Thursday, July 24th opened with a discussion entitled Intercultural Dialogue in Everyday Life. 
With the participation by Malick Mbaye, a Senegalese consultant in communication and public 
relations, and Carmen Blanco, a Galician writer, the session provided elements to better 
understand the different dimensions of cultural diversity (ethnicity, religion, gender, language, 
etc.) and its evolution over time as well as the potential of intercultural dialogue as a tool 
sustaining social cohesion, sustainable development and peace building. The debate was 
moderated by Jordi Baltà of the Interarts Foundation. 
 
The second half of the morning provided a new debate on Intercultural dialogue in Creative 
Works, which introduced different experiences, both local and international, of arts creativity and 
production inspired by diversity and intercultural dialogue. The interventions were carried out by 
the Catalan writer Laila Karrouch; by Begoña Puértolas of the Huesca County Council, who 
presented the project "La Mirada del otro" / "Le regard de l'autre," an example of cooperation 
between Huesca and Senegal; and the representative of the European Cultural Foundation, 
Tommi Laitio, who presented the project StrangerFestival. The session was moderated by 
Javier Brun, special adviser at the Department of Education, Culture and Sports of the 
Government of Aragón. 
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The following session of the conference was dedicated to the presentation of experiences: 
Rubén  Caravaca and Yolanda Agudo of the Cultural Association Fabricantes de Ideas, 
presented the Guía de las Músicas del Magreb [Guide to the Musics of Maghreb], following 
which the documentary El artista emigrado [The Emigrated Artist] by David Orejas (Paz 
Producciones), portraying the lives of three Latin American artists living in Spain, was shown. 
 
Thursday, July 24th ended with a session entitled Testimonials: Intercultural Dialogue as 
Creative Wealth. Wishing to stimulate interaction and dialogue between participants, the 
session opened with a monologue by the actor Pepe Garamendy, based on his work 
Inmigrandes on foreign immigration in Spain, and continued with a presentation of the 
Mediterranean cooperation project Love Difference Pastries by Italian artist Emanuela Baldi, in 
charge of the project promoted by the Fondazione Pistoletto. The session was moderated by 
Fanny Bouquerel, art producer and general coordinator of the cultural association Amunì, with 
headquarters in Palermo and Paris. 
 
The Implications of Intercultural Dialogue for Institutions was the title of the session which 
opened the last day of Confluences. With contributions by Jose Luis González Vallvé, director 
of the Representation of the European Commission in Spain; Fernando Gómez Riesco, deputy 
director general of International Cultural Cooperation at the Ministry of Culture of Spain and 
Javier Brun, special adviser to the Department of Education, Culture and Sports of the 
Government of Aragón, the session provided the current view of the approaches to intercultural 
dialogue by the different public administrations as well as the challenges it sets for the future. 
The framework of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue provided the key reference for 
the initiatives described, although participants identified the need for further work in this area in 
future years. The debate was moderated by Mercedes Giovinazzo, director of the Interarts 
Foundation. 
 
Moderated by Rubén Caravaca, of Fabricantes de Ideas, the following session was dedicated to 
Intercultural Dialogue in the Media with contributions by Chus Tudelilla, art critic of El Periódico 
de Aragón; Antonio Parra, director of cultural magazine Miradas 2 at Televisión Española; Fietta 
Jarque, journalist for Babelia, the cultural supplement of the El País newspaper; and Jordi 
Turtós, music critic at Televisió de Catalunya. Among other issues, the discussion focused on 
the potential of the media to represent the diversity of cultural expressions and on the 
importance of both cultural industries and economic and political sectors in shaping the cultural 
offer in the media. 
 
The afternoon of Friday, July 25th opened with a presentation of new experiences, with the 
screening of the film Princesa de África by Juan Laguna (Bereberia Productions). The film tells 
the story of interpersonal relations between Spain and Senegal and raises a number of difficult 
questions arising from intercultural dialogue, elements on which centered the following 
discussion with its director. 
 
The final part of Confluences first featured a contribution by Alfons Martinell, professor of 
Political and Cultural Cooperation at the University of Girona and former director general of 
Cultural and Scientific Relations at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, 
which addressed a number of challenges, set by intercultural dialogue in relation to the 
strategies for international cooperation towards development. The final session entitled 
Testimonials: Intercultural Dialogue and the Future was moderated by Luís Calvo, director of 
the Festival Pirineos Sur. The musicians Juanjo Javierre and Ndongo (Daara J), following their 
recent cooperation in the Spanish – Senegalese project La mirada del otro, discussed the 
challenges and opportunities set by processes involving intercultural dialogue and mutual 
recognition. 
 
Confluences closed with acknowledgements and conclusions provided by Interarts. 
 
Confluences was designed by the Interarts Foundation in collaboration with the Spanish 
Ministry of Culture. It received support from the European Commission, the Ministry of Culture 
of Spain, the Government of Aragón, the Huesca County Council and the Town Council of 
Panticosa. 
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The complete conference report will be available in October 2008.  
 
For more information, contact icd@interarts.net. 
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