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DECIDES CARIBBEAN 
Cultural Rights to foster behavioural changes and women’s 
empowerment against Domestic Violence in Barbados and  
the Eastern Caribbean 

DECIDES	
   CARIBBEAN	
   develops	
   research,	
   training	
   and	
  
awareness	
   raising	
   acDviDes	
   to	
   root	
   out	
   biases,	
   promote	
  
behavioural	
   changes	
   and	
   reduce	
   domesDc	
   violence	
   in	
  
Barbados	
  and	
  the	
  Eastern	
  Caribbean	
  Region	
  (AnDgua	
  and	
  
Barbuda,	
  Dominica,	
  Grenada,	
  St.	
  KiJs	
  and	
  Nevis,	
  St.	
  Lucia	
  
and	
  St.	
  Vincent	
  and	
  the	
  Grenadines).	
  	
  
	
  	
  
The	
   project	
  will	
   collect	
   data,	
   build	
   the	
   capaciDes	
   of	
   civil	
  
society	
   organisaDons	
   (CSOs)	
   and	
   other	
   key	
   stakeholders	
  
in	
   jusDce,	
   health	
   and	
   other	
   departments,	
   and	
   launch	
  
communicaDon	
   campaigns.	
   It	
   is	
   co-­‐funded	
   by	
   the	
  
European	
  Commission	
   through	
   the	
  European	
   Instrument	
  
for	
  Democracy	
  and	
  Human	
  Rights	
  (EIDHR).	
  
	
  
The	
  project	
   refers	
   in	
  parDcular	
   to	
   the	
  cultural	
  dimension	
  
of	
   the	
   issue	
   of	
   domesDc	
   violence,	
   at	
   different	
   levels,	
  

promoDng	
   dialogue	
   and	
   cooperaDon	
   between	
   different	
  
relevant	
   actors	
   (CSOs	
  with	
   local	
   and	
   internaDonal	
   remit,	
  
police,	
   judiciary,	
   local	
   and	
   naDonal	
   authoriDes,	
   local	
  
health	
   and	
   social	
   workers,	
   teachers,	
   and	
   religious	
  
leaders).	
  
	
  
In	
   a	
   comprehensive	
   and	
   societal	
   approach	
   that	
   is	
  
preventaDve,	
   responsive	
   to	
   the	
   needs	
   of	
   vicDms,	
   jusDce	
  
oriented	
   and	
   geared	
   towards	
   improving	
   agency	
   capacity	
  
&	
   skills,	
   the	
   DECIDES	
   CARIBBEAN	
   project	
   is	
   designed	
   to	
  
counter	
   gendered	
   aStudes	
   and	
   behaviours.	
   It	
   seeks	
   to	
  
systemaDcally	
   include	
   vicDms	
   in	
   poliDcal	
   decisions	
   that	
  
affect	
  them	
  and	
  foster	
  gender-­‐sensiDve	
  approaches	
  at	
  all	
  
societal	
  levels.	
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The DECIDES CARIBBEAN project is part of the DECIDES Program. 
In 2007, Interarts launched the Cultural Rights to Promote Health and  
Development - DECIDES program. It addresses issues of sexual and  
reproductive health: prevention of violence against women; the promotion 
of social inclusion and equity among youth, women and indigenous people; cultural 
rights; etc. The aim is to contribute to social change, to improve the  
health and welfare of people, and to the design and implementation of  
public policies in support of health and welfare. DECIDES has been supported by various 
funding agencies in Bolivia, Ecuador, Mali, Peru and Spain and implemented in collaboration 
with international NGOs such as FCI, PROMSEX or VHIR, among others. 
 
Interarts promotes human development through culture and creates links between civil 
society, the private operators and public administrations. For more information: 
www.interarts.net 	
  

“The European Union is made up of 
28 Member States who have 
decided to gradually link together 
their know-how, resources and 
destinies. Together, during a period 
of enlargement of 50 years, they 
have built a zone of stability, 
democracy and sustainable 
development whilst maintaining 
cultural diversity, tolerance and 
individual freedoms. The European 
Union is committed to sharing its 
achievements and its values with 
countries and peoples beyond its 
borders”. 
http://europa.eu/  

	
  

The Project is implemented by: 

 
 
Ø A research on domestic violence incidence and 

prevention tools in Antigua and Barbuda and 
training for local researchers. 

Ø 1 public launch event in Barbados. 
Ø 7 seminars with 3 workshops for CSOs on data 

collection, project management and advocacy 
and lobbying. 

Ø 4 sets of learning partnerships in Antigua and 
Saint Lucia with relevant stakeholders. 

Ø 1 video-animation workshop with young 
people. 

Ø 1 exhibit about gender-based violence. 

Ø National, regional and international 
communication campaigns. 

Ø 7 community meetings. 
Ø Development of a proposal for a harmonized 

protocol for reporting for key stakeholders. 
Ø Development of guidelines for Domestic 

Violence Acts and/or Action Plans. 
Ø Proposals for multi-sectoral Community 

Response Teams. 
 

 
ü To improve data collection and better 

knowledge of trends and key features regarding 
domestic violence. 

ü To strengthen CSOs’ and women’s capacity of 
documenting and analyzing domestic violence 
and of advocacy and lobbying with key 
stakeholders. 

ü To enhance the perception and capacity of 
professionals from the justice, health and 
political systems to respond to victims’ needs and 
to create a network aiming at domestic violence 
Response Teams. 

ü To increase awareness within the overall 
community through public recognition of the 
problem and behavioral changes. 

 

 
DECIDES CARIBBEAN Partners  
 
Leader: Interarts - SPAIN  
c/Mallorca, 272, 9a planta, 08037, Barcelona 
E-mail: crosignoli@interarts.net – Tel: +34 934 877 022 
 
Partners: 
Caribbean Women’s Association (CARIWA) – GRENADA    
St. John’s Street, St. George’s      
E-mail: cariwa@hotmail.com – Tel: +1 473 440 3990 
Advocates for Safe Parenthood Inc. (ASPIRE) – SAINT LUCIA        
No 25 Chaussee Road, Castries  
E-mail: aspireslu@gmail.com – Tel: +1 758 453 1608 
Women Against Rape Inc. (WAR) – ANTIGUA 
Redcliffe Quay, St. John's  
E-mail: womenagainstrapeab@gmail.com – Tel: +1 268 721 5553 
 
Delegation of the European Union to Barbados, the Eastern Caribbean  
States, the OECS and CARICOM/CARIFORUM 
Hastings, Christ Church, BB15156, Bridgetown, Barbados 
E-mail: delegation-barbados@eeas.europa.eu  - Tel:  +1 246 434 8501	
  
www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/barbados/  
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